
 

10 THINGS YOU SHOULD ASK 

YOURSELF BEFORE GETTING A 

DOG 

1. Is everyone in the family aboard the decision of getting a new family 
member? Getting a dog should be a family decision, as this new family 
member will influence everyone in the family.  
-
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. A puppy is cute and fluffy but will grow up and be a 15-20 year 
commitment and responsibility. Is everyone ready for that? 
-
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. A pet costs. Can you afford the mandatory health insurance? Their trips to 
the vet? Dog food? Toys? not to mention the continuous need for a supply of 
poop bags? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. A dog should not be left alone more than 5 hours per day. Can your work 

schedule adapt to that or do you need to think of maybe hiring a dog-
walker or take your dog to a doggie day-care? Or maybe your lifestyle 
right now is not that dog friendly? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 



 

5. Have you done the right research into which breed fits your activity level 
and day-to-day life? Are you jogging every morning and want to bring your 
dog? Or will you take your dog with you to your local café for that brilliant 
morning coffee? Don’t expect your needs to change just because you get a 
dog – if you are not a jogger, then your dog will certainly not make you one, 
so get the breed that fits you and if adopting from the shelter be very 
specific about your day-to-day life so they can help you find a dog that is 
the right match for you. A good shelter should know their dogs to a level 
where they can direct you to find a good match. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Can you provide everything your dog will need both physically and 

mentally? A dog needs more than 3 daily walks – this goes for any dog no 
matter the breed or activity level. Your dog not only needs physical daily 
exercise but also mental stimuli in the form of activity toys, playtime and 
teaching them new tricks – be it in an agility court, nose work or basic 
obedience training. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Have you done your research? Getting a dog also comes with the 

responsibility of you learning what your dog needs. Borrow dog books, 
search online, join forums or groups where you can ask all your questions, 
talk to your friends or family members who has dogs already, take our Life 
with a Dog Program or book a consultation with an ethologist to help you 
on to the perfect start with your dog. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

8. Are you able to take the necessary time off to introduce your dog to his/her 
new home? A dog needs around 2 weeks minimum to settle into his/her 
new home. 2 weeks with you committing to stay at home teaching him/her 
how life now looks like, setting up routines to meet all his/her needs, daily 
providing both mental and physical stimulation and making sure that your 
dog gets the right social skills around everyone in the family, including 
other pets.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9. Is your home prepared for a dog? Your new family member will probably 
want to hang out with you on the couch and will definitely try his/her luck 
in grabbing food left unattended or have an accident on your new carpet. 
Go through your home and make sure it is doggie proof – no expensive vase 
your dog’s tail can knock over? Maybe you need to go buy a storage cabinet 
for your shoes, so your dog won’t use them as chew toys? If you are unsure, 
then contact me today and let us prepare your home for a dog.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
10.  How will your dog’s daily schedule look like? Having a dog means devoting 

many hours a day. Dogs’ love routines so you need to make sure that you 
can provide that safety of knowing what comes next for your dog. Sit down 
and make a schedule of how a week would look like for you – can you 
provide a healthy routine for your dog? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


